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NOAA FISHERIES OPENS COMMENTS ON PROPOSAL LIMITING CHARTER HALIBUT
BOATS

NOAA Fisheries has opened comment on a proposed program designed to limit the number of charter boats in the
guided sport halibut fishery in Southeast Alaska and the central Gulf of Alaska.

“The guided sport charter halibut sector has been growing steadily in recent years,” said Acting Regional
Administrator Doug Mecum. “The proposed limited access program is intended to stabilize the guided charter
sector while maintaining access to the halibut charter fishery for small rural coastal communities."

Under the proposed program,

permits would be issued to qualifying individuals or businesses that documented fishing trips during a qualifying
year (2004 or 2005) and a recent participation year (probably 2007 or 2008) in their logbooks;

halibut guide business operators would be required to hold a permit for each boat they use to provide their
charter clients with halibut fishing trips;

charter halibut permit holders would be subject to limits on the number of permits they could hold and on the
number of charter boat anglers who could catch and retain halibut on their charter boats;

newcomers could enter the charter halibut fishery only if they were able to purchase an existing permit;

permits could be issued to community quota groups representing specific rural communities;

permits would be endorsed for fishing only in a specific International Pacific Halibut Commission management
area;

permits would be endorsed for the maximum number of clients on the boat

Unguided or independent sport fishermen and subsistence fishermen would not be included under the proposed
charter halibut limited access program.

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council voted to develop the proposed limited access program for the sport
charter halibut fishery in March, 2007.

The proposed program would apply only in International Pacific Halibut Commission regulatory areas 2C (Southeast
Alaska) and 3A (Central Gulf of Alaska).

Comments must be received by June 5, 2009.

The proposed new management system is described in detail in the proposed rule at
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/prules/74fr18178.pdf

NOAA understands and predicts changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to the surface of
the sun, and conserves and manages our coastal and marine resources. Visit http://www.noaa.gov. To learn more
about NOAA Fisheries in Alaska, visit http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov or: www.afsc.noaa.gov
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